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unusualh high sample ot European stocks and mainly
British numbered slightl} less than 14 m^lion at their 1936
census but is no\\ hghth abo\e that total
4    Communications
The roads and raih\ay routes of the Dominion are deter
mined by the disposition of the highland masses Onh at one
place i e between Chnstchurch and Grevmouth on the west
coast and then b\ means of a long and expensne tunnel
does a raih\ a\ break across the barrier of the Southern Alps
\\hile the mam trunk line for the South Island runs clear
through the plains of Canterbury and Otago with many spur
lines running back into the \alle\s cut bv the streams In
the \orth Ibland the transport problem on land is somewhat
easier although ^en difficult grades occur on the mam line
from \\elhngton to Auckland \\hich runs along the west
side of the highland^ \ second line from \e\\ Ph mouth
in the extreme \\est to \apier on the east cuts across the
mam trunk Napier is also connected via Wairarapa Valley
to Wellington Branch lines to North Auckland and to
the Thermal District complete the s}stem at present and a
short detached line runs back inland from Gisborne The
sea routes as for all islands are more important than the
land routes in respect to freight earned and the chief lines
of communication are the two trans Pacific routes via
Auckland and Wellington the routes from Auckland
\\ellmgton and the Bluff to Australian ports the ferry
services between \\elhngton and South Island ports espea
ally Lyttelton and the routes connecting the outlving ports
5   Industry cmd^Trade
The principal manufactures of the Dominion are connected
with the processing of food and raw materials eg flour
milling tanning and soap making or with the preparation